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 ~Kamala Harris Makes History ~
By Nia Butler

History was made in November when Americans elected the first woman to ever 
serve as Vice-President. Even better, Kamala Harris is also the first woman of color to 
ever be elected to this office. Kamala Devi Harris was born in October 1964 in 
Oakland, California to immigrant parents. Her Indian mother was a cancer researcher 
and her Jamaican father taught at Stanford University. After high school, Harris 
graduated from Howard University in 1986. In 1989, she obtained a law degree from 
UC Hastings College of Law. Harris eventually became the first black woman to be 
elected attorney general for the state of California in 2003. Harris made history again 
in 2017 as the second black woman to ever serve as a United States Senator. 

Kamala Harris made history yet again when she became the first woman, and 
the first person of color, ever elected Vice President of the United States of America! 
This major event has had a big impact on people throughout the country and across 
the world. During her victory speech, Kamala said, “While I may be the first woman in 
this office, I will not be the last.” She wants young girls and women everywhere to 
know that they are powerful and that their voices matter.  

Joseph Biden and Kamala Harris will be inaugurated on January 20, 2020. 
Congratulations again to the first woman and first person of color to serve as Vice 
President of the United States of America. Hopefully, this momentous occasion will be 
the first of many for this new administration. 

A Special Prayer of Thanks
                                                          

By Daniel Reina

Thank you, Lord, for Your divine love and guidance over our school community.
Continue to keep our students, families, teachers and staff safe 

during these challenging times.
Give them strength as they work hard during so much uncertainty 

and continue to guide them in the right direction.
Amen!



Communion During Covid
By Madison Frooks and Isabella Molina

Did you ever think a First Holy Communion would be 
rescheduled due to a pandemic? Our second graders usually 
make their First Holy Communion in May, but that changed this 
year due to Covid-19. Thankfully, the current third graders were 
finally able to receive this sacrament together on Saturday, 
September 26th. 

It was a warm and sunny afternoon as people gathered for 
this special moment. Parents, siblings, grandparents and cousins 
wore masks and sat in assigned seats. To maintain social 
distancing rules, there was a pew between each family. During 
the hour long service, there was also a special flower ceremony. 
One by one, the children brought up flowers to honor Sister 
Marie Patrick. They also sang one of her favorite songs. Sister 
was with her students in spirit for this joyous occasion.

Afterward, everyone was extremely proud including 
Gabriella, author Isabella Molina’s little sister. Even with masks 
on, you could tell how great and happy everyone felt! It was a 
really good day to have a good day! 

HOLA MEANS HELLO!
By Genesis Chacon

 
This year, we have an amazing new 

Spanish teacher. Señora Marchica-Ladevaia 
has been teaching Spanish, Italian, and English 
as a Second Language for twenty-two years. 
Señora Marchica, as she likes to be called, 
loves teaching languages. When she’s not 
working, she loves to shop, spend time with 
her nephews, and try new restaurants. She also 
loves attending St. Brigid’s rock mass.

One fun fact about Señora Marchica is 
that her husband and most of his family 
graduated from our school! Another fun fact is 
that she spent her summers in Sicily as a child. 
Interestingly, she doesn’t believe she has a 
first language because when she was growing 
up, she spoke Italian at home with her mom 
and English at home with her dad.

Señora Marchica wants her students to 
know that she is fair and understanding. She 
says, “The more languages you know, the 
more doors open for you.” 

DON’T FAIL THIS QUIZ!
By Kimora Auguste and Lisette Bonilla  

SEND YOUR ANSWERS TO: 
lbonila@stbolh.org and kauguste@stbolh.org

 THE FIRST ONE TO GET A PERFECT SCORE
WILL GET A  NUT CARD!

1. Mrs. Fennessey
2. Mrs. Scharf
3. Mrs. Alejandro 
4. Ms. McCormack
5. Mr. D
6. Mrs. Mistretta
7. Mrs. Verrelli 
8. Mrs. Pagano 
9. Mrs. Terri 

10. Ms. Nappi
11. Mrs. Hassett

A. My favorite holiday of all 
time is Halloween.

B. I love candy. 
C. My sixth grade teacher was

Mrs. Verrelli.
D. I lived and studied in 

London for two summers 
when I was a senior in 
college.

E. I used to work in the 
television industry and my 
first job was working on 
The Tyra Banks Show.

F. I won an award for having 
the best handwriting in my 
class when I was in sixth 
grade.

G. My husband and I love to 
travel. We’ve actually been 
to thirteen countries and 
twenty-five states. 

H. I'm an alumni of this school 
and I was MVP on the girls’ 
softball and volleyball 
teams in middle school. 

I. I never had coffee in my 
life.

J. I have two master’s degrees. 
From college.

K. I love the beach, motor 
boating, and sail-boating but 
am a terrible swimmer! 

 

mailto:lbonila@stbolh.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=kauguste%40stbolh.org&authuser=0


Ruth Bader Ginsburg
By Masato Clarke and Jim Scanlon

           With this year coming to an end, there is little doubt 
that 2020 will be remembered as one of the most 
challenging ever. Racial injustice, economic uncertainty 
and a pandemic are some of the things that have affected 
our nation this year. The death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg in 
September was yet another blow for many. A Supreme 
Court justice and an advocate for civil rights, Ginsburg was 
a hero to many Americans. 

Ruth Bader was born in Brooklyn in 1933. Her 
parents, Celia and Nathan, were Jewish. Nathan worked in 
the fur trade. Prior to her marriage, Celia worked as a 
bookkeeper. Although Celia did not go to college, education 
was very important to her. She encouraged Ruth in all areas 
of life and learning. As a result, no one had a greater impact 
on Ruth than her mother. Unfortunately, Celia died the day 
before Ruth’s high school graduation. Sad but undaunted, 
Ruth went to Cornell University and graduated in 1954. She 
married fellow student Martin Ginsburg the same year. 
They had their first child in 1955. In 1956, she went to 
Harvard where she was one of nine women in a male 
dominated class. She completed two years there before 
transferring to Columbia Law School. After graduation, 
Ruth became a law professor. She also served as general 
counsel to the American Civil Liberties Union.

Ginsburg was appointed  to the Supreme Court in 
1993. During her time there, she heard many important 
cases. For example, the Virginia Military Institute argued in 
1996 that it had the right to deny entrance to women. 
Although the state promised to provide an alternate 
military academy for females, Ginsburg questioned why a 
qualified candidate would be denied admission. This case 
resulted in women finally attending VMI. There are many 
more examples of Ginsburg supporting citizens’ rights.

In September, Ginsburg died after fighting cancer for 
years. Her death triggered a series of political events 
worthy of an opera, a form of musical drama that she loved. 
Despite the fact that her death happened less than two 
months before a national election, President Trump 
nominated Amy Coney Barret to fill the vacancy. The 
Senate confirmed the appointment by a narrow margin. 
Although Justice Ginsburg has been replaced, the strength 
of her character will inspire people for years to come. 

Black Lives Matter 
By Cristina Aguilar 

         What is BLM? It’s an acronym that stands 
for Black Lives Matter. Those three words 
have sparked a movement to make people 
understand that black lives are as important 
as all other lives. Those words were first used 
on social media in 2013 by Alicia Garza. She 
was angry after the man who killed Trayvon 
Martin was found not guilty at his trial. 
Trayvon was an unarmed black teen. This 
summer, a video showed the horrible murder 
of another unarmed black person named 
George Floyd. That terrible act and others 
caused protests around the world.
      After Garza posted those three words on 
Facebook, it began a movement to end racism 
and violence against black people. Together 
with Opal Tometi and Patrisse Cullors, she 
turned the words into an organization called 
Black Lives Matter. The goal is to end the 
unjustified killing of innocent black people 
like Trayvon Martin, George Floyd, Breona 
Taylor and so many others. They also want 
people who do these terrible acts to face 
consequences.                
   BLM is important, but why is it so 
controversial? It’s controversial because some 
people think BLM means that only black lives 
matter. Some people think it’s not right to say 
BLM because all lives matter. Even though all 
lives do matter, the movement focuses on 
black lives because of ongoing racism. Some 
people think BLM is against all police officers 
which I don’t believe at all.
   In conclusion, BLM is very important because 
it wants to end people being treated 
differently because their skin is black. I feel 
very strongly about this because innocent 
black lives have been lost or thrown into jail. 
People can’t control the color of their skin, but 
we can all control our actions. This is why 
Black Lives Matter. 

“Speak your mind even if your voice shakes.”
~Ruth Bader Ginsburg



Extreme Weather
By Moksh Naik

September was one of the worst months ever 
recorded in the United States for natural disasters. The 
2020 California wildfire season almost burned down parts 
of San Francisco, Los Angeles and San Diego. In addition, 
this year’s hurricane season was rampant! Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, and the Florida Panhandle have 
experienced historic flooding. These are all examples of 
extreme weather. Read on to discover the massive scale of 
September’s natural disasters.

Back in September, wildfires were raging in 
California. Wildfire season usually happens between June 
and September, but this year’s was unlike any other. The 
fires got so out of control that the smoke from California 
was able to reach Oregon, Washington, and even Tijuana, 
Mexico! Tens of millions of forest acres were burned which 
is a record for the state! People suffocated from the 
smoke or went missing in the flames. Global warming is a 
chief cause of wildfires like these. 

Fires were not the only extreme weather problems in 
September because hurricane season was in full swing in 
the Southeastern United States. Hurricane Sally caused 
historic flooding and power outages in Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana and along the Florida panhandle. 
Hurricane Teddy pretty much did the same thing. While 
parts of Florida managed to recover after Teddy, Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Louisiana had a hard time with that. One 
good thing that happened as a result of these hurricanes 
was that residual rainfall made its way out west providing 
some relief for the exhausted firefighters.This is also 
another global warming issue because winds from places 
near the equator blow across oceans and take very heavy 
precipitation with it. Global warming causes more rain and, 
as a result, hurricane intensity is more severe.

Being prepared for a disaster is a good thing. Keeping 
tabs on the weather forecast can help a lot, but even if a 
disaster isn’t expected, it's good to be ready anyway. 
Prepare an emergency supply bag with a first aid kit, 
flashlights, batteries, non-perishable food, a cell phone, a 
portable phone power bank, and duct tape. Disasters can 
strike without any notice so it’s good to be prepared for 
these emergencies.

VACCINE UPDATES
By Alba Dolengewicz

Covid-19 is a deadly disease. It 
started in China last December and it 
spread very quickly around the world. By 
January, the first American case was 
reported. By the middle of March, schools 
and businesses started closing. Although 
the United States continues to battle the 
virus, there was finally some good news in 
November.

In early November, the drug 
company Pfizer said they had created a 
vaccine that is more than 90% effective 
for fighting the Coronavirus.  One of 
Pfizer’s most famous products is Advil. In 
mid-November, Moderna announced they 
had created a vaccine with even better 
results than Pfizer. The biotechnology 
company said their vaccince is almost 95% 
effective for fighting Covid-19. Plus, their 
vaccine doesn’t need to be stored at below 
freezing temperatures like Pfizer’s which 
makes it tremendously easier to transport. 

Operation Warp Speed is a 
partnership between the United States 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, the Department of Defense and 
other organizations. OWS is also working 
to develop a vaccine. They will also help 
deliver the vaccines once they have been 
approved by the FDA. They could be 
available as early as late December or early 
January. The first to get the vaccines will 
probably be health care workers, first 
responders and essential workers. The 
vaccines might be available to everybody 
by the spring or summer.

Until then, we can help prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. Wearing a mask in 
public and staying six feet away from 
others are two ways to do that. The 
correct way to wear a mask is to make 
sure it covers your chin, mouth and nose.  
Avoiding large groups is another way to 
minimize the spread of this disease. 



Popular Apps!
 By Nicole Alvarenga and Joanne Ciceron

There are many different apps 
people use daily. Some allow us to 
chat and some inform us about 
trending topics. Overall, apps are 
enjoyable, entertaining, and fun. 
These some of our favorite apps. 

The most popular app on our 
list is Tik Tok. It’s a social media app 
where you can express your feelings 
in short videos. The videos can last 
from fifteen seconds to a minute. 

Instagram tells us about recent 
celebrity news and things as simple as 
what was on TV last night. You can 
even post your pictures and little 
videos. If you had Instagram, what 
would you post? 

Next on our list is YouTube, a 
social media entertainment app. You 
can make your channel and have fun 
with it. Most of the time, people like to 
watch funny videos such as Gloom 
and Merrell Twins or games such as 
Unspeakable and IHasCupquake. 

Snapchat allows you to chat 
with friends and post fun activities. 
You can also do streaks which is when 
you snap someone an "s," and they 
send it back to you. The streak can go 
on for days, months, or even years. It's 
fantastic for chatting with friends, 
posting  funny videos, or making your 
blog. 

Last but not least is  Among Us 
which is suitable for kids ages nine 
and up. This game app requires you to 
think and trust while trying to figure 
out a deadly imposter's identity. Along 
the way, you’ll use your imagination to 
change the way you look.   

Introducing iOS 14       
By Nia Butler

The new iOS 14 update has taken the world by storm. 
News about it has been all over TikTok and other social media 
platforms. What makes this update so special is that it allows 
you to customize your homescreen like never before using 
widgets, app covers and other cool things. However, before 
you can get to customizing, you have to learn the basics. 

The first step in mastering this update is to download it 
onto your phone. This can only be found on your Apple 
iPhones. One new thing you might notice is the app library, 
which has all of your apps already organized by subject. This 
way, if you don't want your apps on your home screen, you 
don’t have to worry about not being able to access them. Now, 
you might be wondering, “How do I get my apps off of my 
homescreen?” It’s really simple! First, hold your thumb on the 
homescreen. You will notice that each app has a minus on it 
with a plus in the corner of the screen. When you see an app 
you want to remove, select the minus and then click the 
option for moving it to the app library.

 Another thing you can do is hide some of your 
homescreen pages. This will be helpful if you have pages you 
don’t want to see. After holding your thumb on the 
homescreen, you’ll notice some dots at the bottom of the 
screen. When you click them, you’ll be able to see all your 
pages. The ones that are visible will have check marks. To hide 
an wanted page, click the checkmark and you won’t be able to 
see it, but it won’t be deleted. Once you’ve sorted all that out, 
you can begin the customization process!

A popular app that lets you do this is called 
Widgetsmith. It creates small programs called widgets that can 
have the time, date, pictures, reminders, and more. To add 
them, hold your thumb on your homescreen and click the plus 
in the corner. In the search bar, type in Widgetsmith and click 
on the app. Then, pick the correct size according to what size 
widget you made. Once you do this, it will go to your home 
screen. To change it, click on the widget and select the number 
you want. That widget will then appear in its place. To remove 
a widget, click the minus that will appear when you press your 
thumb down on the homescreen. 

It’s clear that the update is very popular around the 
world. It allows people to be really creative. The possibilities 
are endless. There are many tutorials on youtube with further 
explanations. Enjoy your new update and happy customizing! 



Before 
    the 

             Ever 
                      After

         By James Brown

Imagine if your dad was an NFL superstar! 
Well, that's ZJ’s reality! His dad is Zacharia Johnson, 
Sr. As a tight end, he was an MVP and he even won 
a Super Bowl. Lately, though, he’s been acting 
strange and ZJ is getting worried. The name of this 
realistic fiction book is Before the Ever After. The 
author is Jacqueline Woodson, an African-American 
writer of books for children and teens.

ZJ is basically a pretty normal kid even 
though his father is a famous football player. His 
dad wants him to play football, but ZJ really wants 
to be in the music industry. He loves playing songs 
with his dad on the guitar and listening to music 
with his friends. His best friends are Oli, Darry, and 
Daniel. One day, when the guys were dancing in his 
room, his dad yelled at them. ZJ’s dad never yelled 
like that before. ZJ told his mother what happened. 
She knew her husband wasn't acting right, but she 
thought it was just due to the bad headaches he 
was having lately. She took Zacharia, Sr. to the 
doctors to find out what else could be wrong. 

Thankfully, the next day ZJ’s dad acted as if 
nothing ever happened. Everyone was so happy to 
hear his dad just had a small concussion and 
nothing more serious. The family even threw a party 
the next week just for fun. After the party, everyone 
was so worn out and tired. His dad was sitting 
quietly near a window as ZJ went to bed. Suddenly, 
ZJ heard a big crash and raced down the stairs to 
see his dad’s fist through the window. That’s when 
he knew things would never be the same again. If 
you want to find out what happens to ZJ and his 
dad, read  Before the Ever After.          

This book was really detailed and interesting. 
I thought it was nice that ZJ and his dad had a 
really good relationship and did a lot together. The 
story also showed the other side of professional 
football when the games and the glory are over. I 
give Before the Ever After five out of five Vince 
Lombardi Trophies because it was really good and it 
made me just want to keep reading. 

GOOD CHARACTERS. . . 

. . .GOOD BOOKS
BY LEILANI VASQUEZ



An Imposter Among Us
By Amsden Orellana and Kenneth Yam

Among Us is a game made by 
Innersloth in 2018. It’s about a crew 
trying to fix their ship. Meanwhile, an 
alien parasite is trying to sabotage them 
before they can finish the repairs. The 
crew has to complete all their tasks in 
order to locate and exile the imposter 
before he destroys them all. Along the 
way, the crew must gather evidence and 
discuss these clues with each other  in 
order to discover the imposter’s identity.

The roles in Among Us are 
crewmates and imposters. The 
crewmates completes tasks by clicking 
on them and  doing certain puzzles. The 
imposters must blend in with the 
crewmates to destroy them. Imposters 
win if the crew doesn’t do their tasks on 
time and if there are as many crewmates 
as imposters at the end.  Crewmates win 
by either exiling the imposters or fixing 
the ship on time. 

 One tip when playing is to keep an 
eye on the ship’s vents which only 
imposters can use. If you see activity 
near a vent, you have to tell the rest of 
the crew. Another tip is check the ship’s 
cameras because they may have 
information that can help win the game. 
If you’re playing as an imposter, try to 
sabotage the ship’s lights so the 
crewmates cannot see you. 

Although Among Us was released 
two years ago, it became extremely 
popular just a few months ago.  
Currently, it can be played on many 
platforms like a computer or a phone. 
People ages ten and up who enjoy 
mystery and suspense will find Among Us 
very entertaining.

The Best Game Ever!
                                                       By Joshua Hall

Minecraft, the game about building, 
crafting, and exploring was created by a 
Swedish man named Notch in 2009. It can be 
played on many popular devices. Although it 
took off a few years ago, the game’s popularity 
has never stopped. Fans continue to enjoy 
building anything they want including a fully 
functional computer! 

The main purpose of Minecraft is to slay 
a dragon. Killing it will unlock a portal back 
home, and that's how the game is won. To do 
this, players must destroy crystals that heal 
the dragon. However, getting to the creature 
won’t be easy. One must first reach a 
dimension called End by obtaining flaming 
rods called blazes. These are then used to 
make green crystals which will eventually 
lead them to End. To get blazes, players need 
to make a portal that will lead them into a 
dimension called Nether. To accomplish this, 
players collect Obsidian and place it in blocks 
before setting it on fire. The endless 
adventure possibilities and the amazing 
structures encountered along the way hooks 
people to this game. 

Minecraft’s frequent updates are 
amazing. A recent one not only contained 
brand new materials, creatures, and biomes, 
it even had a new use for a widely disliked 
material. It’s also a multiplayer game which 
makes playing with anyone from across the 
globe possible. It’s also received many awards 
such as the BAFTA Game Award for Best 
Family and Social Game as well as the KIDS’ 
Choice Award for Best Video Game several 
times. There is no doubt it will keep that title 
for a long time. 

People now create videos about 
Minecraft. I’ve tried it myself after having 
played the game for over five years. Some 
people’s videos are so popular that companies 
will pay hundreds and even thousands of 
dollars to have their products seen in them 
for mere seconds. In fact, Minecraft videos 
have gotten over 100 BILLION VIEWS on 
Youtube. That is why, statistically and 
personally, Minecraft is still the best game 
ever.



Chris

Can the Jets 
Save Themselves? 
By Jhoel Flores

The Jets are currently an awful 
organization with a bad head coach. The team 
joined the National Football League back in 
1970, the year after they defeated the Baltimore 
Colts to win their first Super Bowl. In fact, the 
Jets’ quarterback at the time, Joe Namath, aka 
Broadway Joe, was so confident in his team that 
he personally guaranteed a victory. Since then, 
the Jets have struggled. They consistently 
remain in last place against their AFC Division 
rivals. It’s even been rumored that Joe Namath 
may have cursed the Jets with his guarantee 
back in 1969. Was it a curse that made the 
team’s leaders draft Ken O'Brien over Dan 
Marino? Probably not, but the reality is that Jets’ 
fans have been waiting for some good news for 
a very long time. 

This year's offensive line has gone from 
bad to worse as the season has progressed. 
The quarterback is Sam Darnold who was 
drafted third overall in 2018. This season, he 
has not played great at all despite Jamison 
Crowder being one of his  main targets. There is 
even talk that Darnold may be traded. Most fans 
really want Coach Adam Gase gone because he 
took a great player like Darnold and has done 
nothing to help him get better. 

The defense is not as bad as the 
offensive line. In fact, the defense has had 
some good plays including six interceptions in 
the first eight games. Also, Quinnen Williams is 
putting up good stats. His strength is keeping 
most of the team alive, but the defense needs to 
play better each and every game. 

At this point, the team is most likely going 
0-16 for the season. If they do, they will get the 
first round pick in the draft. That would mean 
having a shot at getting Trevor Lawrence. 
Rumor has it, Lawrence may choose to stay in 
college for another year just to avoid being 
drafted by the Jets. Will there ever be hope for 
Jets’ fans? We don't know, but thanks to our 
incompetent head coach and clueless general 
manager, the curse lives on for another year.

     BIG BEN is BACK!
                          By T.J. Paladino

Ben Roethlisberger is the starting quarterback for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Born in 1982, he attended Miami 
University in Ohio. After college, he joined Eli Manning and 
Philip Rivers in the NFL draft. Despite his college success, 
he was the third ranked quarterback because he went to a 
small school that didn’t play many good teams. The Steelers 
took a chance on him as the eleventh pick in the first round. 
Since then, Roethlisberger has taken his team to the playoffs 
ten times and has twice delivered the Lombardi Trophy.

During his career, he has suffered many injuries. In 
2006, he pulled his achilles and also suffered a concussion. 
In 2016, he tore the meniscus in his knee. However, in 
September 2019, he broke the elbow of his right arm after 
taking a big hit while throwing the ball. It was just the second 
game of the year, but it was a season ending injury for 
Roethlisberger. Mason Rudolph took his place for some 
games until he suffered a concussion. Undrafted rookie 
quarterback Devlin Hodges took over. In the end, the 
Steelers finished the season  8-8.

Meanwhile, Ben had surgery on his right throwing 
elbow. He worked out in the gym and swam to make his 
elbow strong again. He also decided to keep growing his 
beard until he could throw a football again. He took such 
good care of himself he lost fifteen pounds. By summer, he 
was back! 

So far, Ben has done very well this season. A big 
reason for this is his offensive line with weapons like James 
Conner, a force in the running game. For the last few years, 
JuJu Smith-Schuster had been Ben's most reliable receiver, 
but this year his targets have been spread out so he has a lot 
of receivers to rely on. In addition, the defense has been a 
big part of the team’s success too. Currently, they are the 
number one defense in the league with thirty-two sacks, 
twelve interceptions and eight fumbles.

In my opinion, Roethlisberger has had a very good 
season so far with eighteen touchdowns and almost 2,000 
yards. I think he is even a Pro-Bowl caliber quarterback. As a 
result, the Steelers are real Super Bowl contenders.  If the 
Steelers are not stopped by their tough rivals like the Browns 
and the Ravens, then the Chiefs will be their bigggest threat. 
My prediction is Big Ben will throw for 4200 yards and 
thirty-two touchdowns and his  team will go 14-2.  Anything is 
possible now that Big Ben is back!



NFL SURPRISES
By Christopher Marcelo 

This year, COVID-19 has affected nearly every part of life including pro-sports. As 
a result, football fans were anxious for the start of the NFL season. When the Chiefs 
defeated the Texans during the first game in September, it seemed like a good sign that 
things might be getting back to normal.  Unfortunately, that highlight was followed by 
many injuries in the following days and weeks. Then, players started getting sick. Would 
the season be over before it had really begun?

This year has become a nightmare for some teams across the league. For example, 
the Giant’s star running back, Saquon Barkely, suffered a season-ending ACL tear in the 
second game of the season. Then, the best running back in the league, Christian McCaffrey 
from the Panthers, suffered a high ankle sprain in the second week. His return remains 
questionable. Dak Prescott, quarterback of the Cowboys, broke his ankle in the fourth week 
which took him out for the  season. In Week 11, the first overall pick in the 2020 draft, Joe 
Burrow of the Cincinnati Bengals, suffered a terrible injury when he tore his ACL, MCL, 
and other structural injuries on his left knee. 

In addition to injuries, the Coronavirus has affected the league. Some teams have 
been affected more than others.  First, several players from the Tennessee Titans got it. One 
of the worst cases was when Patriots’ Cam Newton and Stephon Gilmore tested positive for 
the virus. This really affected the Patriots because they lost their best defensive player and 
their starting quarterback. Since then, the team has struggled to win. The Ravens were 
forced to postpone their Thanksgiving game against the Pittsburgh Steelers because so 
many players were infected.  

Even with these bad things, there has been some good news. For example, Josh 
Allen and his Buffalo Bills started off hot. Although they seemed to have slowed down 
recently, they are still first in their division. The Arizona Cardinals have had two stand out 
players this season. Kyler Murray has proven all the people wrong who thought a 5’10'' 
quarterback wouldn’t be any good. In fact, Murray has been playing like a younger and 
faster Russell Wilson.  His wide receiver,  DeAndre Hopkins, is just doing what he did with 
the Texans. This year, he has 704 receiving yards and about eleven targets per game. In 
Seattle, D.K. Metcalf has emerged as a super fast 6’3”, 229 pound machine of a receiver. 
The biggest surprise so far has been watching Tom Brady and Rob Gronkowski transition 
from Patriots to the Buccaneers without any real problems. 

 The last big change due to COVID-19 is  the NFL Pro Bowl will be held online this 
year as players compete against each other in Madden 21 instead of playing the game in 
real life. For some teams like the Jets and the Jaguars and all the teams in the NFC East, it 
seems like this season can’t end soon enough. However, most football fans are glad the 
season is still going strong. 



   Soccer Basics and Tips
                       By Jeffrey Hernandez

What is soccer? It’s a sport where two teams 
compete against each other to claim the win. Offensive 
players have to move a soccer ball down the field using 
only their feet. Defensive players try to stop the ball 
using only their feet. People everywhere love this game 
because it’s fun and competitive.

Soccer is fun to play. It’s also healthy because it 
involves running which is exercise. Another benefit is you 
don’t need lots of players. During practice, the amount 
can be unlimited as long as there is an equal amount of 
players on each side. On the big stage, the number of 
players on each team is eleven. 

Of course, you can’t play without the right 
equipment. It’s good to have cleats, long socks, and knee 
protection. The last thing you really need is a soccer ball. 
Start by practicing ball control. Then practice striking the 
ball with the inside of your foot like there is no 
tomorrow. Power is important to make a clean shot in 
the direction you want. If you combine ball control and 
power at once, your shots will be a lot more accurate. 

The hardest part of playing soccer successfully is 
teamwork. Have you ever heard that teamwork makes 
the dream work? Having players stay in their spots and 
understand their roles is the key to winning. There are 
many famous soccer players. The one I look up to is Leo 
Messi known as Magical Messi from the Barcelona team. 
In my opinion, soccer is the best sport because it is 
entertaining, active, and challenging. 

Horseback Riding 
By Victoria Mormando

Horseback riding can be a hobby or a sport. 
It can be done with friends or you can make new 
friends along the way. I’ve been riding at 
HorseAbility for more than five years. Located at 
SUNY Old Westbury, only experienced riders who 
meet the age requirement can ride year-round. 

The barn is located on thirty acres with a 
quarter-mile track, three outdoor riding rings and 
one indoor ring. There are also fourteen beautiful 
turn-out paddocks which are enclosed areas 
outside for the horses. A riding trail with beautiful 
scenery is also available. HorseAbility also 
provides lessons for disabled people and offers 
therapy known as hippotherapy. One of the best 
things about HorseAbility is they are partners with 
Northwell Health. This means their four miniature 
horses can visit local hospitals to spend time with 
the children there. Known as Minis, these amazing 
animals are extremely affectionate and kind.

In addition to riding lessons, students learn 
to groom and take care of horses. They also learn 
how to tack horses with the proper saddles and 
bridles. In fact, HorseAbility helps young people 
learn about the whole horse from its anatomy to 
its emotions. This is important because to ride 
here you have to help take care of the animals. 
There are more than twenty horses at 
HorseAbility. New horses come often and each 
one is well cared for at the barn.

I started riding more than five years ago 
and have loved it ever since. It took about three 
years to learn what I know today. Fortunately, I’ve 
always been naturally skilled at working with and 
around horses. As a result, I was accepted into the 
Junior Volunteer Program a few years ago before I 
met the age requirement. I am so grateful for the 
wonderful opportunities I’ve gotten and I’ve loved  
riding at HorseAbility ever since. So, if you’re 
looking for a fun way to relax and unwind, give 
horseback riding a try. 

BASKETBALL IN A BUBBLE
By Casmir Hall 

     Bubble Basketball was the safe zone the NBA created so 
their teams could live and play in a protected place. It was 
necessary because it kept the players safe from COVID-19. It 
was located at the ESPN World Wide Sports Complex near 
Walt Disney World in Florida. The first game played in this 
bubble was on August 17, 2020.
     While there, two games were played each day of the week. 
There were a total of eighty-eight games played in the bubble 
before the postseason began. The Los Angeles Lakers 
eventually won the championship title while in the bubble.
     I think the bubble was a good idea because the players 
could live and play in one space during the pandemic. When 
COVID-19 is gone, I hope the NBA can go back to normal. The 
next NBA season starts on Dec 22nd. If the pandemic is not 
gone, I hope they keep the bubble because it protects the 
players from sickness while safely playing a sport we all love.



1. Make personalized 

Christmas cards 

and ornaments. Put 

the date on them so 

you'll always 

remember they 

were made during 

the  pandemic.

2. Learn a new recipe. 

Cooking and baking 

are creative ways to 

reduce stress.

3. Set up a fort in your 

room to camp out in 

and read a good 

book.

4. Make a scrapbook 

about this crazy 

year.

5. Create a Rube 

Goldberg maze and 

share it with your 

friends on social 

media.

6. Clean your room 

and/or organize 

your closet. This can 

take the whole 

winter!

Aquarius Jan. 20 - Feb. 19 Discover things that you never knew 
before!

Pisces Feb. 20 - Mar. 20 Rediscover your love of reading in 2021!

Aries Mar. 21 - Apr. 20 Many happy surprises await you this year! 

Taurus Apr 21. - May. 20 Drama and excitement are waiting for you!

Gemini May. 21 - Jun. 20 You can handle anything his year, Gemini!

Cancer Jun.  21 - Jul. 22 Got ready to make some new friends in 
2021! 

Leo Jul.  23 - Aug. 22 Listen to all kinds of music this year!

Virgo Aug. 23 - Sep. 22 So many decisions to make this year, 
Virgo!

Libra Sep. 23 - Oct.22 Hard-working Libras can expect great 
grades!

Scorpio Oct. 23 - Nov. 22 Set your goals high this year, Scorpio!

Sagittarius Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 Fun and adventure awaits you in 2021! 

Capricorn Dec. 22 - Jan. 19 Keep learning new things in 2021!

Fun 
Winter 

Activites!
By Caitlyn Holman

The coldest season 

will be here any minute 

and nobody wants to 

spend it being bored. 

Try some of these ideas 

this winter!
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 Sewing 
By  Francesca Catanzaro

Sewing is the activity of attaching objects together using a needle and 
thread. You can use sewing to fix, make and alter clothes. With sewing you don’t just 
have to make clothing. For example, you can make lots of other things like stuffed 
animals and blankets. The good thing with sewing is that you can be creative and 
make whatever you want!

To begin, you can use different sizes of needles, You can use a bigger needle 
for thicker fabric and a smaller needle for thinner fabric. You don’t always have to 
sew by hand, you could use a sewing machine. However, with hand sewing you have 
more control over the needle. When you use a sewing machine, you have less 
control over the needle. Using a sewing machine is much faster, but I prefer sewing 
by hand because it’s safer. I think that if you are young or a beginner, you should 
not use a sewing machine unless you are very careful. 

 In my experience, sewing takes time to learn, but it can be a beautiful art 
that you can use to express yourself.  I have used sewing to fix and make clothes. 
I hope you now have a good idea about sewing and how it works. Give it a try!



A Socially Distanced Christmas
By Jenna Paladino

The Coronavirus has caused many changes including closed schools, 

movie theaters, restaurants, and other public places. Even though some places 

have begun opening up, the virus is still here and there are still regulations to stop 

the spread of it. The most common of these is to always wear masks in public, 

stay six feet away from others, and wash your hands for at least twenty seconds. 

It’s no surprise that holidays such as Christmas may be a little different this year.

Almost everyone has traditions they follow each holiday season. These 

may include decorating the Christmas tree, baking cookies together, sharing a 

huge feast, or something else that is special for your family. Sadly, your usual 

holiday traditions may be different from previous years. For example, you may 

have to limit the size of your celebration to just the people that live in your house. 

An alternative suggestion is you could join video calls with other relatives while 

you decorate the tree and open presents. Although you won’t be able to meet 

with your extended family, at least you can still see them on a screen which is 

better than nothing. Another festive activity would be to go “caroling” with your 

immediate family around your neighborhood. Instead of actually singing, you 

could play holiday music at a safe distance from your neighbors’ homes. A 

Christmas Car Parade is another way to safely spread Christmas joy.

Although Christmas may be different this year, we are grateful that our 

loved ones are safe at home and that should be our number one priority. With 

God’s help, we  pray the new year will bring peace and health for everyone.

TAILS OF  SUCCESS
By Erric Hayes

       Some people believe that puppy training is hard. Others may believe 
that some puppies are not trainable. The truth is they can be trained. It will 
take patience and lots of hard work, but training a puppy is important.  It 
can also be fun. Too many puppies and dogs end up in shelters when people 
get annoyed at them because they never learned how to behave. 

Training should start when a puppy is eight weeks old. Once the puppy 
answers to his name when you call him, it’s time to move on to basic 
commands such as sit, stay and lay down. After the basics, move to more 
advanced commands such as come, stop, stand, heel and fetch. You should 
start these commands by the time the puppy is six months old. The puppy 
may not understand right away, but repetition will help.  It also helps if you 
give puppies treats after each success to reward them for listening and 
following directions. No matter what, always praise your puppy for correct 
behavior.

If you don’t train your puppy, they will not listen to you. They will do 
whatever they want because you never taught them how to behave. When this 
happens, some people blame the dog and put them in shelters. Personally, I 
think Golden Retrievers are great for training because they are smart, loyal, 
sociable, loving and good with kids. Whatever puppy you get in the future, I 
hope my training suggestions help you with your new friend so you can have 
lots of happy memories together. 

WHAT
    IS
TRENDING?
      By Brianna Gomez  

You might be on 
your phone or your 
computer. You might be 
watching YouTube or 
just scrolling through 
social media. In those 
moments, have you ever 
asked yourself,  “Am I 
looking at a new trend?” 
What is a trend 
anyway? 

A trend is a new 
and popular thing or 
idea in pop culture. It 
can be related to 
fashion, gaming, music, 
and so much more. 
Something becomes a 
trend when a person 
posts about it on social 
media and then other 
people begin to copy 
that idea. 

As more and 
more people begin 
sharing, it basically 
spreads like a fire 
through the Internet. A  
new trend has been 
born!
  You may have 
wondered how to start a 
trend.  First, you have to 
come up with an 
original idea. Then share 
it on social media with 
your parents’ 
permission. Some of the 
latest popular trends 
are Among Us, TikTok, 
Justin Bieber’s Yummy, 
and Fleetwood Mac’s 
Dreams, and Hamilton, 



Above:  Art by Brianna Gomez

The Creative Crew is a group created by me, Nia Butler. 
We take care of the art portion of the paper, 

including original artwork, stories, poems, contests and 
anything else creative that we can think of. 

We hope you enjoy our work!

To the Left:  Art by Nia Butler

Above: Art by Amsden Orellana

Below:  Art by Victoria Mormando



DESIGN-A-MASK

CONTEST
Organized by 

Madison Frooks 
and Isabella  Molina

    As we all know, a 
pandemic has been 
going on in the world 
around us and life 
has changed a lot. 
Two of the biggest 
changes are that we 
have to remain 
socially distant and 
wear masks when in 
public. Although it’s 
been hard, people 
have been managing 
the best they can. 
For example, masks 
that are fun and 
interesting let people 
express their style 
and creativity. We’ve 
actually seen lots of 
cool masks since 
school began again. 
We thought it would 
be nice to have a 
contest to see who 
could design the most 
creative mask in 
each grade. All the 
designs we received 
were great. These 
are our favorites 
from each grade…....

Sixth Grader Angelyca Nevarez-Placa

Fifth Grader Sienna Robinson 

Eighth Grader Leia Lazo 

Seventh Grader Caitlyn Holman

Third Grader Haarald Telemaque Second Grader Samantha Garibaldi

First Grader Chase L. ElsonKindergartener Malachi Elmekhshen

Fourth Grader Sienna Pearson



WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
IF YOU WERE 

PRESIDENT?
“I’ll 

make 
good laws 
to make 
sure all 

people are 
treated 
nice.”

~Skylar, 
Third 

Grade

“I would make 
sure people stopped 
polluting the oceans 

with things 
like plastic.”
~Matthew, 
Third Grade

“I would make sure that 
everyone could vote 
because every vote 

matters.”
~Sienna, Fourth Grade

“I would 

help the poor 

and make good 

laws. 

I’d also make sure 

there was no 

homework 

on Fridays.”

~Chloe, 

Fourth Grade

“I’ll make sure laws are fair.”
~Justin, Fourth Grade

“I would have free 
White House tours 
with ice-cream and 

chocolate at the end.”
~Brendan, 
Fifth Grade

“I would make 
sure everyone 
got the proper 
education they 

deserve.”
~Giselle,

Fifth Grade

“I would make 
sure 

hospitals and 
scientists have 

the supplies 
they need 
to end this 

virus.”
~Vanessa, 

Fifth Grade

“One 
thing 

I would do 
is protect 

endangered 
species.”
~Renzo, 

Fifth Grade

“I’d make 
sure that 

everyone had 
equal rights 

no matter 
what.”
~Kaj, 

Fifth Grade

“I would provide hope and confidence 
to the people of the United States. 
I would value and treat all people 
with fairness and equality. More 

importantly, I would work on keeping 
all Americans safe and healthy by 

working hard on a COVID-19 
vaccine. It would take time, 

but as president, I would 
have us work together, always.

~Isaiah, Fourth Grade

“I would make the world 
a better place. Instead of 
always thinking about my 

ideas, I will ask people 
what they think. 

If I were president, 
the people of America will 

have a voice to say 
what they think is best.”

~Reggie, 
Fourth Grade

“I would encourage scientists to create a vaccine for 
COVID-19 as soon as they could. Also, I’d try to help 

homeless people get homes 
and unemployed people get jobs. 

Hopefully, I’ll be the first and the best woman president. 
If I ever run, please vote for me. 

~Juliet, Third Grade

“I would treat 
people the way 

they are supposed 
to be treated. 

I would also want 
Americans 
to be safe.”

~Maya, 
Third Grade

HERE ARE 
SOME 

ANSWERS TO 
THAT 

QUESTION
FROM YOUR 

CLASSMATES... 



Fred’s first day of seventh grade was last week. Today, he took his first test of 
the year. He was confident the test wouldn’t be a problem, but soon Fred felt out of 
breath. His hands and feet started shaking. He tried to catch his breath and calm 
down, but then he felt tickles in his throat and his breathing became worse. He 
started to sweat. Fred’s teacher noticed and sent him to the nurse’s office. The 
nurse told him that he’d just had a panic attack. Fred's mom picked him up and 
they drove to the family doctor who diagnosed him with anxiety. The doctor gave 
Fred’s mom information for a therapist that may help. The therapist reviewed the 
signs and triggers of panic attacks as well as breathing exercises to manage them.

The next day Fred went back to his small school where news of the incident 
spread like wildfire. People stared at him and wondered if he was okay. He made the 
tough decision not to tell anyone about his anxiety diagnosis except for his closest 
friend James. James asked a lot of questions. Suddenly, Fred remembered he had 
a test to take that afternoon.  He spent the last few minutes of lunch at the nurse’s 
office taking deep breaths like his therapist had demonstrated. When he finally 
went to class, James spoke to him and gave him a pep-talk. Fred sat down at his 
desk with a sharpened number 2  pencil in his hand, but soon he had an itchy 
throat and struggled to breathe. Once again, he slowly took deep breaths. He also 
remembered James’ pep-talk. It worked. Fred was able to relax enough to take the 
test and prevent a full panic attack. 

When he finally got the test back a few days later, he got  a 78% on it. He 
wasn’t mad or upset. It didn't seem to bother him at all really. He was just happy 
that he’d made it through the test without his anxiety kicking in. Although Fred’s 
mom was disappointed with the grade,  she was more than happy Fred had been 
able to manage his anxiety. Later, they went back to the therapist for another 
appointment. Fred shared that sometimes he has trouble sleeping because he has 
a lot of random thoughts that keep him awake. It felt good to talk about things with 
his therapist. 

When Fred saw James at school the next day, he told him what he’s been 
learning from his therapist. It felt good to talk honestly with his friend. Fred knows 
he still has a lot to learn about his anxiety, but it’s good to know he’s not alone. 

*This is a fiction story, but if you have experienced anxiety like Fred’s, talk to 
someone who can help. Like Fred learned, it’s important to talk about things like 
this with people you trust.

Fred’s Anxiety ~ An Original Story 

By Ella Sasso, Sixth Grade Guest Writer






